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(243 ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTICN OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Through the kindness of Mr., A. Joiner of the R,S.P.C,A., I was
enabled to spend a morning examining the Society's records at its
off'ices at 105 Jermyn Street on 8 May, 1951. Time did not permit a

_ detailed 1list, but the present report covers all the principal

classes of documents.

ACCOMODAT ION

The records are kept in a strongroom in the basement of the
Society's offices, which is fitted for the purpose with wooden racks.
There has been some trouble recently with damp, but at present the
room seems dry and sufficiently ventilated, though some additional
ventilation should perhaps be considered. The chief defect is that
the room is too small — thie has a direct bearing on the present
gtate of the Society's archives.

CONTENTS_AND ARRANGEMENT

The Society was founded in 1824, Mr. Joiner however warned
me before I came that there were many gaps in its records, and this
proved only too true. Except for the Minutes, and the printed Annual
Reports of the Society (these are keot upstairs, though the Branch
reports are in the strongroom), hardly any of the 19th century
records have been preserved. The Registers of Convictions survive
only from 1919, but the series must have begun early in the Socisty's
history as the first surviving volume is numbered 146. Again, the
records of Legacies to the Society only begin in 1900; but the first
Legacy Book, now numbered 1, contains particulars of some legacies
from 1867 onwards (payment of which for one reason or another had been
delayed) which must have been copied from older records now lost.
The destruction of all but the most modern Gcrrespondence is particu-
larly unfortunate: all that is now left is the Chairman's Correspon-
dence from 1929, and the Society's general Correspondence from 1945.
: A quantity cf Correspondence, and probably other papers,; was
aant for "salvage" during the War, but it seems evident that a
systematic policy has long been pursued of destroying records as soon
as they ceased to be useful for reference. A principal cause of this
is undoubtedly the lack of space for storage. The Correspondence of
the last six years alone takes up fully a gquarter of the space in the
strongroom. This congestion seems likely to become acute in a few
years and might well lead to further "weeding-out" of the older
records if additional accommodation is not provided. At present it 1is
not easy to find an item required,; especlally among the accounts, as
"new" records have had to be fitted in wherever space is available,
and this frustrates any orderly arrangement.

QONDIT ION
This is generally good. Recent damp has caused some damage to
bindings, but steps are being taken to repair this.

CLUSION

It is a pleasure to record the interest taken by the present
ataff of the R.S.P.C.A. in the proper preservation of its records, and’
their appreciation of the value of these for the history of a Society
whose foundation marks an important stage in the growth of 19th cent,
humanitarianiem, It is therefore the more regrettable that so large
a part of the early records has been irretrievably lost. If this is
not to happen again some expansion of the present storage space 1ls
gassential. There is a room adjoining the strongroom, at present
used for storing miscellaneous lumber, which might be fitted up with
ghelves to take the overflow of records, and space could perhaps be
found upstairs for the printed branch reports, which occupy a good
deal of space in the strongroom.

Pinally, I should like to cxpress my warmest thanks to Mr.Joiner
and the other members of the Society's staff who so readily provided
information about the records and allowed me the free run of the
strongroom on my visit.

10 May, 1951 (Sgd) A.E.B. Owen
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