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H I S T O R I C A L M A N U S C R I P T S ^  C O M M I S .\JA HISTOBiOAL MSS. 

O N A L R E G I S T E R  O F  A R 0523 
REPORT (THIRD STAGE): LIST OF DOCUML COMMISSION 

Short Title of MSSf ?lM'M* Parish or BoroughJ Z^MmmMm. 
Name and Address J?5?^^ 

of Owner 105 Jermyn S t r e e t . Londpny S.W.1. 

Name and Address CountyJ 

of Custodian 

Type of AccumulationS....^^.
1
^

1
.

6
....^^^^ Classg 

How and where kept ...?.*?.!!̂ ^ 

Condition of Documents J ? . % i ? ^ 2 S ^ ^ 

Facilities for Students 

Places named (in capitals)^!SeriaSeriall 
DatDatee DescriptioDescriptionnNoNo.. NAME I COUNTY 

MINUTES i 1 

1824, M i n u t e - B o o k s  o f t h e S o c i e t y 

CO 1832- ( t h e numbered, s e r i e s b e g i n s 

1 i 
d a t e w i t h t h e 1832 volume , &  i s 

1 1 
complete from t h e r e ) 

1 i1870- M i n u t e s  o f L a d i e s ' Committee 


1913 ( f o u n d e d 1870) (2 v o l s . ) 


f r o m M i n u t e s  o f F i n a n c e Committee j l 

1895 (volumes) 

from M i n u t e s  o f P e n s i o n s Sub-

C*) ! 1c.1906 Committee (volumes) 

from M i n u t e s  o f Law Sub-Committee 

i I3.1906 (volumes) 

2 0 t h M i n u t e s  o f R. S.P.O.A. O f f i c e r s ' 

(&) c e n t . P r o v i d e n t Fund (volumes) 

1933- M i n u t e s  o f A n i m a l s  i n I n d i a INDIA 

C7) 
1939 W e l f a r e A s s o c i a t i o n ( f o u n d e d 

! 

1933, wound up 1939) 

( l volume) i 

001 
P.T.0 



Serjul 
No. 

Date Description 
Places named (in capitals)^ 

NAME j COUNTY 

ANNUAL REPORTS 1 1 

18281828-- P r i n t e d Annual...Report 3. p f . 1 I 

d a td a t ee S o c i e t y ( n o t seen h u t under
1 I 

) 1 
s t o o d  t obe a complete s e r i e s ) 

j 1 

1 1880- P r i n t e d A n n u a l B r a n c h R e p o r t s 1 i 

' i 
d a t e ( f i l e d  i n c a r d b o a r d f o l d e r s ) 

w i 1 

STAFF DOSSIERS 
'  . ! 1 

1862- I n s p e c t o r s ' R e c o r d Books 
1 I 

((C) j j 
1906 ( g i v i n g p h y s i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n s , 

1 

d e t a i l s  o f c a r e e r , e t c . ) 


1 

( g volumes) 


1 j 1 

2 0 t h I n s p e c t o r s ' R e c o r d s ( f i l e s 

i 1CO 
c e n t . c o n t a i n i n g documents on t h e i r 

i 1q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , c h a r a c t e r , 

p a y , e t c . ) 

1 
i iMISCELLANEOUS1 

NAPLES ! ITALYf r o m 2 b u n d l e s  o f M i n u t e s , A c c o u n t s 

; 1
1907 and o t h e r r e c o r d s  o f London 

Committee  o f N a o l e s S o c i e t y ! i 

I i 

! -1 

f o r s a f e k e e p i n g ) 1 ! 

Lists and Publications 

N O T E S 

For explanation of the headings sec the pamphlet Notes on Reporting 

T When the distinctive short title of the MSS differs from that of the present owner 

X Where the MSS arc physically located 

5 For details of Classes secthe relevant List of Classes 

1 Use one or more lines for each place-name adding any description such as Himdr(ed), P'sh, Rect(ory), Vill, 
Manor, etc., after the name and inserting a contracted form of the county in the right hand sub-column, thus: 

MARHAM MANOR i NORF 
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H I S T O R I C A L M A N U S C R I P T S C O M M I S S I O N 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F A R C H I V E S 

REPORT (THIRD STAGE): CONTINUATION SHEET 

Short Title of MSS h3'2.f.9jA' Parish or Borough ^STMINSTER 

Name of Owner .5*iL£0J!..Z^ County LONDON 
A n i m a l s 

Type of Accumulation ^ £ i l  ̂ b l e  . S o c i e t y	 Class VARIOUS., 

Serial 	 Places named (in capitals) 
Date 	 Description 

No. NAME I COUNTY 

ACCOUNTS 

20 t h 

03) 
c e n t . 	 B r a n c h e s I n s p e c t OT 


e t c . ( f i l e s , . . . b u n d 


1900-	 Legacy Books ( t h a t b e g i n n i n g 

d a t e 	 i n 1900 i s numbered 1, b u t 


i n c l u d e s p a r t i c u l a r s o f some 


l e g a c i e s f rom 1867 onwards) 


c.1903 	Legacy P a p e r s ( t h e s e a r e 
7/5) 

b u n d l e s o f e x t r a c t s f r o m W i l l s , 

L e g a l P a p e r s , A c c o u n t s , 

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e e t c . c o n c e r n i n g 

l e g a c i e s t o t h e S o c i e t y ) 

MimiMma.pE.TiiLii 

1868 ConyeyanCe...pf ST.JAMES ..PAR, L.L0ND. 

2 7 t h b
.y. ...?.^ward ?.

e
.Y.?-??:.?y ....9.f...?evesby.,... lit or... 

Mar. L i n e . , f a r m e r , & F r e d e r i c k L M I D D X ) 

k v a n t	 Syndircombe o f 105 

r l  ? * ? ! ? y ^ t o . . 


?.
e
.o^K.e..Wopd^....esq,, 


1869 	 ponveyance....of ̂ the^same^by^ do. do * do. 

07) 	
eJ u l y ?..9?.S.?...*9)?d* esq,. , to.... t r u s t ees. 


2 9 t h of R.S.P.C.A. 
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Serial 
No. 

Date Description 
Places named (in capitals) 

NAMli ; COUNTY 

CQSEESEONDENQE : i 

1929- Correspondence o f S i r R o b e r t 

d a t e Gower, Chairman o f R.S.P.C.A. 

C o u n c i l ( i n boxes) i 

1J 
1945- G e n e r a l Correspondence & 

d a t e C o r respondence w i t h S o c i e t y ^ 

b r a n c h e s ( i n b o x e s , a r r a n g e d 

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y ) i i 

i 

^ ^ O F ^ P R Q S ^ C U T M 3 ! ; 

j

1 
1919- R e g i s t e r s o f C o n v i c t i o n s : 

d a t e (numbered s e r i e s - t h e e a r l i e s t / 

: i 1 
p r e s e r v e d , f o r 1919,  i s 

1 numbered 146) i : 

i i 

1920- Index-Books t o above 

f 
 d a t e ! i1 ' 

1 1926- R e g i s t e r s o f P r o s e c u t i o n 

d a t e Expenses i 1 

1 

1 . PUBLICATIONS(PRINTED) 1 1 \ 

j 1869- "The A n i m a l W o r l d " 

d a t e ( c o m p l e t e s e r i e s ) 

j IPRESS- EXTRACTS: 


1 
ft 

£.20 t/s v o l s . o f e x t r a c t s from p r e s s , Hansard, etc., re c r u e l t y 
...to ...aniicals......(.ex..inf...Mr...3.^Harrisony --J*. 2-1-966) 

- i I 

i 

i i 

1
 i j 

11.11.1-iJ. 



ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THS PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
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Through t h e k i n d n e s s o f Mr. A. J o i n e r o f t h e R.S.P. O.A. , I was 

. e n a b l e d t o spend a morning e x a m i n i n g t h e S o c i e t y ' s r e c o r d s a t i t s 


o f f i c e s a t 105 Jerrayn S t r e e t on 8 May, 1951. Time d i d not p e r m i t a 

. d e t a i l e d l i s t  , b u t t h e p r e s e n t r e p o r t c o v e r s a l  l t h e p r i n c i p a l 

c l a s s e s o f documents. 


ACCOMODATION 
The r e c o r d s a r e k e p t i n a strongroom i n t h e basement o f t h e 

S o c i e t y ' s o f f i c e s , w h i c h i s f i t t e d f o r t h e purpose w i t h wooden r a c k s . 
T h e r e has b e e n some t r o u b l e r e c e n t l y w i t h damp, b u t a t p r e s e n t t h e 
room seems d r y and s u f f i c i e n t l y v e n t i l a t e d , though some a d d i t i o n a l 
v e n t i l a t i o n s h o u l d perhaps be c o n s i d e r e d . The c h i e f d e f e c t i s t h a t 
t h e room i s t o o s m a l l - t h i s h a s a d i r e c t b e a r i n g on t h e p r e s e n t 
s t a t e o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s a r c h i v e s . 

CONTENTS AND ARRANGEMENT 
The S o c i e t y was founded i n 1824. Mr. J o i n e r however v/arned 

me b e f o r e I came t h a t t h e r e were many gaps i n i t s r e c o r d s , and t h i s 
p r o v e d o n l y t o o t r u e . E x c e p t f o r t h e M i n u t e s , and t h e p r i n t e d A n n u a l 
R e p o r t s o f t h e S o c i e t y ( t h e s e a r e k e p t u p s t a i r s , though t h e B r a n c h 
r e p o r t s a r e i n t h e s t r o n g r o o m ) , h a r d l y any o f t h e 19th c e n t u r y 

r r * N r e c o r d s have b e e n p r e s e r v e d . The R e g i s t e r s o f C o n v i c t i o n s s u r v i v e 
L/ o n l y f r o m 1 9 1 9 , b u t t h e s e r i e s must have begun e a r l y i n t h e S o c i e t y ' s 

h i s t o r y a s t h e f i r s t s u r v i v i n g volume i s numbered 146. A g a i n , t h e 
r e c o r d s o f L e g a c i e s t o t h e S o c i e t y o n l y b e g i n i n 1900; b u t t h e f i r s t 
L e g a c y B o o k , now numbered 1, c o n t a i n s p a r t i c u l a r s o f some l e g a c i e s 
f r o m 1867 onwards (payment o f w h i c h f o r one r e a s o n o r a n o t h e r h a d been 
d e l a y e d ) w h i c h must have been c o p i e d f rom o l d e r r e c o r d s now l o s t . 
The d e s t r u c t i o n o f a l  l b u t t h e most modern Correspondence i s p a r t i c u 
l a r l y u n f o r t u n a t e : a l l t h a t i s now l e f t i s t h e Chairman's C o r r e s p o n 
dence f r o m 1929, and t h e S o c i e t y ' s g e n e r a l Correspondence from 1945. 

A q u a n t i t y o f C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , and p r o b a b l y o t h e r p a p e r s , was 
s e n t f o r " s a l v a g e " d u r i n g t h e War, b u t i t seems e v i d e n t t h a t a 
s y s t e m a t i c p o l i c y h a s l o n g been p u r s u e d o f d e s t r o y i n g r e c o r d s as soon 
as t h e y c e a s e d t o be u s e f u l f o r r e f e r e n c e . A p r i n c i p a l cause o f t h i s 
i s u n d o u b t e d l y t h e l a c k o f space f o r s t o r a g e . The Correspondence o f 
t h e l a s t s i x y e a r s a l o n e t a k e s up f u l l y a q u a r t e r o f t h e space i n t h e 
s t r o n g r o o m . T h i s c o n g e s t i o n seems l i k e l y t o become a c u t e i n a few 

' y e a r s and m i g h t w e l l l e a d t o f u r t h e r "weeding-out" o f t h e o l d e r 
r e c o r d s i f a d d i t i o n a l accommodation i s n o t p r o v i d e d . A t p r e s e n t i t i s 

'PN n o t easy t o f i n d an i t e m r e q u i r e d , e s p e c i a l l y among the a c c o u n t s , a s 
L'' '!new

rt
 r e c o r d s have had t o be f i t t e d i n wherever space i s a v a i l a b l e , 

and t h i s f r u s t r a t e s any o r d e r l y arrangement. 

00NDITI0N 
T h i s i s g e n e r a l l y good. Recent damp h a s c aused some damage t o 

b i n d i n g s , b u t s t e p s a r e b e i n g t a k e n t o r e p a i r t h i s . 

QONCLUSION 
I t i s a p l e a s u r e t o r e c o r d t h e i n t e r e s t t a k e n by t h e p r e s e n t 

s t a f f o f t h e R.S.P.C.A. i n t h e p r o p e r p r e s e r v a t i o n o f i t s r e c o r d s , a n d ' 
t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e v a l u e o f t h e s e f o r t h e h i s t o r y o f a S o c i e t y 
whose f o u n d a t i o n marks an i m p o r t a n t stage i n t h e growth o f 1 9 t h c e n t , 
h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m . I t i s t h e r e f o r e t h e more r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t so l a r g e 
a p a r t o f t h e e a r l y r e c o r d s has been i r r e t r i e v a b l y l o s t . I f t h i s i s 
r^ot t o happen a g a i n some e x p a n s i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t s t o r a g e space i s 
e s s e n t i a l . T h e r e i s a room a d j o i n i n g t h e s t r o n g r o o m , a t p r e s e n t 
u s e d f o r s t o r i n g m i s c e l l a n e o u s l u m b e r , w h i c h might be f i t t e d up w i t h 
S h e l v e s t o t a k e t h e o v e r f l o w o f r e c o r d s , and space c o u l d perhaps be 
f o u n d u p s t a i r s f o r t h e p r i n t e d b r a n c h r e p o r t s , w h i c h occupy a good 
4

e a
l o f space i n t h e s t r o n g r o o m . 

F i n a l l y , I s h o u l d l i k e t o e x p r e s s my warmest t h a n k s t o M r . J o i n e r 
and t h e o t h e r members o f t h e S o c i e t y ' s s t a f f who so r e a d i l y p r o v i d e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e r e c o r d s and a l l o w e d me t h e f r e e r u n o f t h e 
s t r o n g r o o m on my v i s i t . 

10 May, TQfil (
s
ed) A.E.B. Owen 
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